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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Seasonal employment increases in food and kindred products manufacturing, contract construction, and 
eating and drinking places boosted resident employment in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area from 
23,680 in February to 24,240 in March. Unemployment fell from 1,270 to 1,220. This resulted in a local 
March unemployment rate of 4.8 percent, which compares favorably with the 5.1 percent rate recorded in 
February, and the 6.0 percent rate in March 1984. The continued health of the local economy was once 
again reflected in the latest local unemployment rate of 4.8 percent, which was much lower than state 
and national March unemployment rates of 6.9 percent and 7 .. 5 percent, respectively. The current local 
unemployment rate was the lowest March rate ever recorded in this area. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Improved employment in March in the Biddeford Labor Market Area resulted in a drop in the unemployment 
rate. Resident employment rose from 21,760 in February to 22,580 in March. The number unemployed 
changed little, rising from 1,360 in February to 1,370 in March. The resulting unemployment rate was 
5.7 percent in March, down from 5.9 percent the previous month. The local unemployment rate was below 
both the state and national rates of 6.9 percent and 7.5 percent, respectively. Most improvements in 
employment from February to March were seasonal in nature and occurred in the nonmanufacturing sector. 
Manufacturing employment did show some growth as miscellaneous plastics products and leather and leather 
products evidenced rooderate gains. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Labor market conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Stat i st ica l Area (MSA) improved for the 
second straight month. Resident employment increased by 1,000 to 39,200 in March, with employment 
increases in textile mill products, contract construction, wholesale trade, and health and business 
services outnumbering layoffs in printing and publishing and shoes. The total number of unemployed 
people in the area remained unchanged at 3,500. As a result, the local unemployment rate fell slightly 
from 8.4 percent in February to 8.2 percent in March. The local unemployment rate was higher than the 
unemployment rates for both the state and the nation of 6.9 percent and 7.5 percent, respectively. Last 
year, 38,900 local residents were employed and 3,100 were unemployed, which resulted in a March 1984 
unemployment rate of 7.4 percent. The recent slowdown in local economic activity can be attributed to 
the loss of 1,100 jobs in the shoe industry over the past nine months, which has adversely impacted 
retail sales and curtailed employment growth in other industries. 
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PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area rose slightly from February to March 
as seasonal employment gains were unable to offset a rise in unemployment. A gain in resident 
employment from 99,600 in February to 102,300 in March, coupled with an increase in the number of 
unemployed from 3,800 to 4,000, produced an unemployment rate of 3.8 percent. The February rate was 3.7 
percent. A year ago 4,700 people were unemployed and the unemployment rate stood at 4.7 percent. This 
roonth's local unemployment rate of 3.8 percent compares favorably to the current state and national 
rates of 6.9 percent and 7.5 percent, respectively. The improved employment situation in the local 
economy is primarily the result of increased nonmanufacturing employment, with gains in health services, 
business services, and eating and drinking p 1 aces. The number unemployed rose primarily as a result of 
layoffs in e 1 ectr ic al machinery and construct ion. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area increased from 8.2 percent in February to 9.0 
percent in March. Meanwhile, the state's unemployment rate increased from 6.8 percent to 6.9 percent, 
while the national rate dropped from 7.8 percent to 7.5 percent. Local resident employment increased by 
20 to 9,150, as a result of slight seasonal employment gains in retail trade. However, total 
joblessness in the area increased from 820 to 910, because of more layoffs in the shoe industry in 
Franklin County affecting local residents. Last year, 9,060 local residents were employed and 750 were 
unemployed. This resulted in a March 1984 unemployment rate of 7.6 percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Econanic conditions remained mixed in the Waterville Labor Market Area during March as both the number 
unemployed and resicient employment rose. Employment increased from 20,730 in February to 21,000 in 
March and the number unemployed rose from 1,480 to 1,530. The unemployment rate crept up to 6.8 
percent, remaining slightly below the statewide rate of 6.9 percent and below the national rate of 7.5 
percent. A year ago employment in the local area was 20,590, the number unemployed was 1,510, and the 
unemployment rate was again 6.8 percent. Employment gains were confined to the nonmanufacturing sector, 
while employment losses occurred in manufacturing. The most significant losses occurred in lumber and 
wood products. 
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SERIES· CLF 3-85 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EM PLOYED 
AREAS ~ Mar. 85 · Feb. 85 2 Mar. 843 Mar. 85 Feb. 85 Mar. 84 Mar. 85 Feb. 85 Mar. 84 Mar. 85 
LABOR MARKET AREAS: 
AUGUSTA . . . . . . 31 ,490 30,480 30,330 2,180 l ,860 2,050 6.9 6. l 6.8 29,310 
BANGOR MSA .... . . .. . ... 47,600 46 ,800 44,600 2,600 2,500 2,700 5.5 5.3 6. l 45,000 
BATH·BRUNSWICK . 25,460 24,950 25,830 1 ,220 1 ,270 1 ,550 4.8 5. 1 6.0 24,240 
BELFAST ... 11,010 l 0,910 10,970 l ,610 l , 710 l, 760 14.6 15.7 16. 0 9,400 
BIDDEFORD 23,950 23,120 22,700 1 ,370 l, 360 1 , 5 70 5.7 5.9 6.9 22,580 
BOOTHBAY HARBOR-WISCASSET . 7,830 7,610 7,860 640 660 780 8.2 8.7 9.9 7,190 
CALAIS ·EASTPO RT . 
. . . . . . . . . . . 
15,000 14, 700 14,800 l ,490 l ,460 l ,570 9.9 9.9 10.6 13,510 
CARIBOU·PRESOUE ISLE . . .. . .. 21, 760 21 ,520 21 , l 90 2,360 2,470 2,690 . l 0.8 11. 5 12.7 1 9 ,400 
CENTRAL PENOBSCOT . . ... ... 4,240 4,230 3,990 290 270 250 6.8 6.4 6.3 3,950 
DOVER FOXCROFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 740 6,580 6,660 440 400 440 6.5 6. l 6.6 6,300 
ELLSWORTH ........ . . . ... . .. 21 , 01 0 20,580 20,420 1 ,810 1 ,830 l, 750 8.6 8.9 8.6 19, 200 
FARMINGTON . . ... . . ...... . 12, 910 12,860 13,520 1 , 1 70 1 , 140 1 ,050 9. 1 8.9 , 7.8 1 l, 740 
FORT KENT-ALLAGASH . . . . . , . . .. 5,680 5,480 5,060 690 510 550 12. 1 9.3 10.9 4,990 
GREENVILLE . . . . . . . . . ..... .. . l ,580 1 ,640 l ,550 150 120 90 9.5 7.3 5.8 1 ,430 
HOULTON . .... . 5,270 5, 140 4,970 460 390 410 8.7 7.6 8.2 4 ,810 
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA . . .. ... . .. 42,700 41, 700 42,000 3,500 3,500 3, l 00 8.2 8.4 7.4 39,200 
LINCOLN·HOWLAND . . . .. .. . ... 6, 210 6,040 5,930 440 310 360 7. 1 5. 1 6. l 5, 770 
LIVERMORE FALLS . . .. .... .. . . 3,450 3,370 3,490 430 450 420 12.5 13.4 12.0 3,020 
MADAWASKA-VAN BUREN . . . . . .. . 4,220 4, 130 4,280 470 450 510 1,. 1 l 0. 9 11. 9 3,750 
MILLINOCKET-EAST MILLINOCKET . 5,500 5,370 5,260 270 210 240 4.9 3.9 4.6 5,230 
NORWAY·PARIS . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 9,040 8,870 8,970 830 860 860 9.2 9.7 9.6 8 ,210 
PATTEN·ISLAND FALLS .. . .. . 2,530 2,450 2,390 180 130 160 7. l 5.3 6.7 2,350 
PORTLANO MSA ..... .. . . . . .. . .. 1 06, 300 l 03,400 99,800 4,000 3,800 4,700 3.8 3.7 4.7 l 02 ,300 
York - Kittery ...• . ........ 22,680 22,740 21 ,660 650 720 740 2.9 3.2 3.4 22,030 
ROCK LANO . 
. . · ·· · · · · ··· · · · 
18,530 18, 180 18,150 1, 320 l, 160 l ,390 7. l 6.4 7.7 l 7 ,210 
RUMFORD . . .... . . . . . . . . . 10, 060 9, 950 9,810 910 820 750 9.0 8.2 7.6 9, 150 
SANFORD . ..... .. ..... .. ...... .. 13 ,490 13, 300 12,760 l , 100 l, 160 930 8.2 8.7 7.3 12,390 
SEBAGO LAKES REGION . 8,990 8,730 8,860 530 540 550 5.9 6.2 6.2 8,460 
SKOWHEGAN ..... 21 ,370 20,970 21,410 2,070 2, 160 2 ,210 9.7 lo. 3 l 0. 3 19 ,300 
SOUTHWEST PENOBSCOT . . . . . ... 8,660 8,440 8,260 l, 030 900 l ,050 11. 9 10.7 12.7 7,630 
WATERVILLE .. 
········ ··· ·· ·· ·· 
22,530 22,210 22,100 l,530 l ,480 l ,510 6.8 6.7 6.8 21 ,000 
STATES:• 
MAINE . 
. ·· · · ·· · ···· ... ... .. . 
547.6 536.4 529.5 37.7 36.6 38.7 6.9 6.8 7.3 509.9 
CONNECTICUT .. , . . .. ·" ·. . . . . . . ... n/a 1,669.4 l ,610. 3 n/a 90.8 75.6 n/a 5.4 4.7 n/a 
MASSACHUSETTS . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 3,037.0 3,039.0 3,001.8 142.0 133. 0 175. 5 4.7 4.4 5.8 2,895.0 
NEW HAMPSHIRE . ................ n/a 516. 7 505 . 0 n/a 29.7 24.4 n/a 5.7 4.8 n/a 
RHODE ISLAND . .... . ... . . . .... • .. 490 . 1 488.8 476.9 28.3 27.6 34.0 5.8 5.6 7. l 461 .8 
VERMONT .. . ....... ... . . .. 272.5 272.6 265.2 15. 2 15. 0 20.2 5.6 5.5 7.6 257.3 
NEW ENGLAND STATES' ......... n/a 6,523.0 6,388.9 n/a 332.7 368.4 n/a 5.1 5.8 n/a 
UNITED STATES• .....•........... 114,394 113,592 111 ,828 8,625 8,902 9,057 7.5 7.8 8. 1 1 05, 768 
I All estimates shown are not seasonally adjusted. Estimates for the Stale and sub·Slale areas have been benchmarked to the latest Current Population Survey estimates for the State. 
1 Preliminary eslimates. 
Feb. 85 Mar. 84 
28,620 28,2 80 
44,300 41 , 900 
23,680 24,280 
9,200 9,210 
21 , 760 21 , l 30 
6,950 7,080 
13 ,240 13 ,230 
19 ,050 18, 500 
3,960 3,740 
6, 180 6,220 
18,750 18,670 
11, 720 12,470 
4,970 4,510 
1, 520 1 ,460 
4,750 4,560 
38,200 38,900 
5,730 5,570 
2,920 3,070 
3,680 3, 770 
5,160 5,020 
8,010 8, 110 
2 ,320 2,230 
99,600 95,100 
22,020 20,920 
17,020 16, 760 
9, 130 9,060 
12,140 11 ,830 
8, 190 8,310 
18, 81 0 19,200 
7,540 7 ,21 0 
20,730 20,590 
499.8 490.8 
1,578.6 1 ,534. 7 
2,906.0 2,826.3 
487.0 480.7 
461. 2 443.0 
257.7 245.0 
6,190.3 6,020.5 
104,690 102, 770 
3 Revised estimates. 
• In thousands. 
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EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 
MARCH 1985 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA LIBRARY 
Unemployment rose during March in the Augusta Labor Market Area. The number unemployed increased Vri 19&Yn 
February to 2,180 in March, while resident employment also rose from 28,620 to 29,310. The resultant unemployment 
rate of 6.9 percent was higher than the 6.1 percent recorded in February and was also slightly higher than the rate 
of 6.8 percent of a year ago. A year ago, both employment and unemployment . were slightly lower at 28,280 and 2,050, 
respectively. Currently, the local unemployment rate equaled the rate reported by the state and was below the 
national rate of 7.5 percent. In the nonfann sector, manufacturing employment dropped somewhat over the J110nth, 
while nonmanufacturing evidenced some gains. Most manufacturing losses occurred in paper and allied products and 
metals and machinery. Gains in nonmanufacturing were evidenced in services and transportation and public utilities. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
A slight increase in the number of unemployed helped boost the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area unemployment 
rate from 5.3 percent in February to 5.5 percent in March. The number of unemployed rose 100 to 2,600 in March; 
while resident employment increased from 44,300 in February to 45,000. A year ago 2,700 residents were unemployed 
and the unemployment rate stood at 6. l percent. Correpondi ng state and nation al unemployment rates for this March 
were 6.9 percent and 7.5 percent, respectively. The manufacturing sector evidenced little change from February to 
March. Textile mill products, metals and machinery, and leather and leather products recorded small gains in 
employment. These gains were partially offset by losses in food and kindred products and paper and allied products. 
Most improvements in employment were seasonal in nature and occured in nonmanufacturing. Gains were noted in 
contract construction, wholesale and retail trade, and services. Contract construction activity is expected to 
increase sharply in coming roonths . Constr1.1ction continues on the 11 0ver-the-horizon Backscatter Radar 11 installation 
at Rangor International Airport and on the new third bridge spanning the Penobscot River. Other construction 
activity which impacts on the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area job market includes new energy power plants at 
Shennan Station and West Enfield and a $115 million modernization at the Great Northern Paper Company plant in East 
Mi 11 i nocket. 
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